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The ERIA Working Group (WG) on “Sustainability Assessment of Biomass
Utilization in East Asia” started its research activity in 2007. In the first phase
(2007-2008), the WG summarized the concept of sustainability and issues related to
biomass utilization in East Asian countries. In the second phase (2008-2009), the WG
developed “Guidelines to Assess Sustainability of Biomass Utilization in East Asia”.
The WG’s third phase research activities (2009-2010) involved conducting four pilot
studies to test the methodology developed under the guidelines; and the research of the
fourth phase (2010-2011) upgraded the methodology based on the lessons learnt from
the pilot studies.

This report is to summarize the outcome of the fifth phase (2011-2012) of the
research activity, in which the WG constructed the basic concept of a decision support
tool based on the methodology, and also extended the methodology.
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