Preface

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has achieved remarkably high economic
growth. Its average gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate was 6.9% in 2014—
2018, one of the highest amongst the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Member States during the same period. In 2018, Myanmar’s real GDP per capita was
USS$1,326. Strong economic growth during 2014—-2018 was accompanied by increased
energy consumption in all sectors. The Ministry of Electricity and Energy, with
technical and financial support from the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and
East Asia (ERIA), successfully launched the Myanmar Energy Outlook 2040 Project,
which provides information about energy demand and supply up to 2040 in business-
as-usual and alternative scenarios.

Myanmar is endowed with abundant, rich natural resources such as gas and
hydropower, which, if fully developed, could meet most of the country’s daily energy
needs. Myanmar’s energy policy aims to ensure energy independence by increasing
national production of available primary energy resources through intensive
exploration and development activities, including energy efficiency and conservation
and promotion of renewable energy. Electricity is the main driver of economic
development and Myanmar is taking steps to generate and distribute more power of
greater volume, density, and reliability.

On behalf of the Ministry of Electricity and Energy, | express our gratitude for ERIA’s
technical and financial support for the Myanmar Energy Outlook 2040 Project. We
will continue to consult ERIA as we build the energy database to support energy
policies and planning.

| sincerely hope that this book will contribute to energy-related knowledge building
and better solutions.

U Win Khaing
Union Minister
Ministry of Electricity and Energy, Myanmar
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