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 “Why is RURB important?” is the question asked right at the beginning of this book. 
The answers can be found in the chapters that follow, showing how RURB can be used 
to identify and review regulations as well as develop solutions through a process of 
dialogue and discussion between regulators and business. 

Now is the time for governments to support the business community by reducing the 
cost of doing business. This will help free-up resources for businesses and make them 
more competitive. In turn, this can help stimulate investment, create new jobs, and 
support a more vibrant and dynamic business sector. However, an absence of systems 
and procedures to review and assess regulations is holding this back in many ASEAN 
Member States, resulting in burdensome regulations continuing to be on the statute 
books.

Pressure for establishing mechanisms for regulatory review is coming not just from the 
business sector but ASEAN Member States’ commitment to the ASEAN Economic 
Community 2025 Blueprint. This Blueprint emphases good regulatory practice and 
good governance: a commitment to review existing regulatory procedures and establish 
regulatory conversations between stakeholders. 

In view of these developments, this study of seven ASEAN Member States was 
undertaken to identify the findings of applying a RURB approach to priority 
development sectors in each country. This involved a mapping of all regulations and the 
regulators in the specific sector, their rationale and objective. It necessitated input from 
both business and regulators to identify the problems and understand the difficulties 
in revoking regulations. As a consensus-building approach to regulatory review, 
options for problematic regulations were proposed by the researchers – although 
implementation of solutions was beyond the remit of this study.

This study would not have been possible without the support of the Malaysian 
Productivity Corporation, and their willingness to share their time, experience and 
expertise of RURB with ERIA and the researchers involved in this project. For this, 
I would especially like to thank Dato’ Abdul Latif Abu Seman for his support of this 
project, and Mohd Yazid Abdul Majid who managed this project on behalf of MPC.
I would also like to thank the MPC experts who contributed greatly to this study at the 
trainings and technical study workshops: Izhar Che Mee and Goh Swee Seang. 

Foreword
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I would like to thank the authors of the country studies, as well as Punita Nook Naidu 
for writing a case history. From ERIA, I would like to thank Ponciano Intal, Jr., ERIA 
Senior Economist, for his guidance of this study, Edo Setyadi, Research Associate, 
Melanie Milo, former ERIA Economist, and Jeremy Gross, Director for Capacity 
Building, for their contributions to this book. 

The participation of government officials from Cambodia and Viet Nam would not have 
been possible without the generous support ERIA receives for its Capacity Building 
Programme from the Australian Government, which I gratefully acknowledge here. I 
would also like to acknowledge the government officials who participated and enriched 
this study: Sam Chetra, Im Koy and Sok Thida from the Ministry of Commerce, 
Cambodia, and Va Sophanrorth from the Ministry of Economy and Finance. From Viet 
Nam, Le Thu Tra and Pham Hoang Thai from the Ministry of Industry and Trade, and 
Ha Tu Cau from the Ministry of Justice.
 
I sincerely believe that Reducing Unnecessary Regulatory Burdens in ASEAN: Country 
Studies makes an important contribution to our understanding of the benefits of better 
regulatory review, and that this book will help focus our attention on this issue in our 
joint pursuit of better regulatory management to support a stronger, more competitive 
businesses sector.

Professor Hidetoshi Nishimura
President, Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia
September 2018
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