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I congratulate the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), the 
Permanent Mission of the Philippines to ASEAN and the Philippine ASEAN National 
Secretariat for publishing this 5-volume publication on perspectives on the making, 
substance, significance and future of ASEAN. This valuable publication, forming 
part of the Philippines’ commemorative activities in celebration of ASEAN’s golden 
anniversary, highlights ASEAN as one of the world’s most successful and enduring 
regional organizations.

It pleases me to note that this printed work equally supports the development priorities 
of President Rodrigo Duterte and the Philippine Chairmanship priorities – building a 
people-oriented and people-centered ASEAN, maintaining peace and stability in the 
region, cooperating in maritime security, advancing inclusive and innovation-led growth, 
promoting a resilient ASEAN, and establishing ASEAN as a model of regionalism and 
a global player. Consistent with President Duterte’s pursuit of an independent foreign 
policy for the benefit of the Filipino people, the publication also affirms the ASEAN 
Community Blueprints in raising the profile and awareness on the ASEAN pillars of 
political-security, economic and socio-cultural communities.

We seek the aid of the Almighty and are hopeful that this publication will provide 
the reader with greater insights on ASEAN’s history, will be used by decision makers, 
government officials, analysts, and the people of ASEAN, in charting the future course 
of the region.

Mabuhay!

Manila, August 2017

Alan Peter S. Cayetano
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Republic of the Philippines
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