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Manmohan Singh receives the 2nd Asia Cosmopolitan Awards
Nara - 21 December, 2014
Nara—21 December 2014: Former Indian Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh leads the
recipients of 2nd Asia Cosmopolitan Award which
includes two scholars on East Asia and two
cultural icons in a grand ceremony which took
place today at Nara Prefectural New Public Hall,
Nara, Japan.
In a video message, Dr. Singh said that he
re ei es the prestigious a ard ith great
gratitude a d great hu ilit . The a ard cited
the for er I dia leader’s o tri utio i tra sfor i g I dia’s e o o a d its i tegratio ith
the broader East Asian economy throughout his tenure. Singh served as the finance minister
from 1991-1996 and prime minister from 2004-2014.
I elie e that in coming years, East Asia will grow to its full potential, and become a truly
inclusive and cosmopolitan society. I hope that this region will continue to nurture this spirit of
growth and integration both within the region and with other parts of the orld, he said.
For the 2nd Asia Cosmopolitan Awards, there are two awardees for the Economic and Social
Science Prize—Professor Peter David Drysdale Emeritus Professor, Economics and Visiting
Fellow, Crawford School of Economics and Government, Australian National University and
Professor Wang Gungwu, University Professor, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences of National
University of Singapore.
Professor Drysdale has been writing on the idea of pluralism in Asia and Pacific including
numerous research papers o the regio ’s e o o i i tegratio a d halle ges. While so e
a orr hat trou les the triu phs of Asia’s de elop e t a e isiti g upo us, I still see
an Asia in which Japan, China, Korea, India, Indonesia, Australia and all of its other states can
i deed ork together ooperati el i se uri g our olle ti e future i pea e a d prosperit ,
he pointed out.
O e of the orld’s renowned historians, University Professor Wang Gungwu of National
University of Singapore, said in his acceptance speech that in the past half century, Asia has a
new understanding of national identity while their countries pushed to modernize its
economies.
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In praising the central role played by ASEAN, he emphasized that ASEAN has overcome
numerous obstacles to build a commitment to cooperation and connectivity in a region where
there are a
differe t tradititio s. Its success comes from a unique sense of the
os opolita , o e that has ee defi ed
the i o ati e a s the regio ’s leaders ha e
chosen to build their futures together. It is a cosmopolitan outlook that I hope this award will
promote, he added.
In accepting the Cultural Prize, Mr. Rithy Panh, Cambodian Filmmaker, stressed that the
reconstruction and development of a country or region has to have a solid cultural foundation
a d ide tit . I a ot i agi e sustai a le e o o i de elop e t ithout ta gi le ultural
de elop e t. This is the issue of our e iste e i this e e tur , he said. Mr. Rith ’s ork
fo used o his ou tr ’s past horri le e perience and common efforts to rebuild the nation.
We ust e sure the rights of the eakest. This pla e e uild to li e together …. this house of
pea e…. is alled Culture, he o luded.
In Japan, the Takarazuka Revue Company has become the symbol of Japan’s stage perfor a e.
This all-female revue troupe has shown and proven the deep potentials that women are
capable of pursuing as they played very convincingly numerous roles, including those meant for
men. In so doing, they have inspired dreams and excitement for women. The Takarazuka ill
continue its performance and contribute to the community-building in Asia. I invite all of you to
o e a d see, said Mr. Koi hi Ko a ashi, Preside t, Takarazuka Re ue Co ap
i his
acceptance speech.
A total of 350 participants attending the award ceremony which was organzied by ERIA and
Nara Prefecture. The 1st Asia Cosmopolitan Awards was held on 18 December 2012 in Nara,
Japan.
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